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What options are available for 
my child once they finish in 

Year 11?

Post 16 Options



Students 
must do 

one of the 
following 
until you 

are 18

Full time education (6th

form/college)

Apprenticeship/Traineeship

Full time job or volunteering for 
at least 20 hours per week whilst 
taking part in training or part-
time study



Colleges/6th 
Forms

In Warrington Outside Warrington

Priestley College Carmel College

Warrington and Vale Royal Winstanley College

UTC Warrington Cronton College 

Myerscough College (Walton 
Gardens)

Reaseheath College 

School 6th forms - Birchwood, 
Kings, Great Sankey, Lymm



Qualifications
What can you 

gain and where 
can it lead?

A-levels (level 3)

• Take 3 or 4 subjects e.g. Maths, Geography, Art

• Mainly assessed through exams in Yr 13

• Some colleges still offer AS levels where the exam is 
completed at the end of Year 12 (Priestley). It is worth 
looking online at prospectuses (or in the paper copies 
which are available from school) to see how you will be 
assessed and whether that suits you and your learning 
needs. 

• They are big step up from GCSE and you are required to 
take on lots of independent study.

• Entry requirements – at least 5 GCSEs at grades 5-9 
(Check with each college and for each subject e.g. to 
take Maths a grade 6/7 at GCSE is usually required).

• Specific A-levels are required for entry on to some 
degree courses e.g. Medicine. Check with universities 
on www.ucas.com

• For further information on how to choose A-levels see: 
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/start

http://www.ucas.com/
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/start


BTECs 
(Level 3)
BTEC Extended Diploma = 3 A'levels

BTEC/OCR Diploma = 2 A'levels

BTEC Extended Certificate or Subsidiary Diploma =1 A'level

• E.g. Sport, Business, Art & Design, Health and Social, Media, Science.

• Assessed as you go along through coursework, projects, end of unit 
exams, practical work AND most will include some work experience.

• Take 1-2 years to complete.

• Entry requirements - a minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade 4.

• At some colleges it is possible to mix A-levels with BTECs or do a 
selection of BTECs.

• Following a BTEC course you could progress on to university, a higher 
apprenticeship or employment. If you have a particular course in mind 
at university, check the entry requirements on www.ucas.com

http://www.ucas.com/


Technical Levels – T-levels (Level 
3)
• Intended to be equivalent to 3 A’levels 

• 2 year courses

• Developed in collaboration with business and industry to meet the 
needs of employers

• Around 80% of your time will be spent at college with the 
remaining 20% being spent at a placement.

• The first three T Levels will be available at selected colleges and 
schools across England in September 2020. Priestley are offering 2 
T’levels in Software Development and Education and Child care.

• Entry requirements are: five GCSEs at grade 4 to 9, including English 
and Maths



Level 2 courses

• E.g. Public Services, Health & Social Care, Hair, Beauty, Food, Joinery, Sport, Child Care, 
Engineering, Animal Care, Motor Vehicle, Brickwork, IT, Media, Catering

• Entry requirements  - Grade 3’s at GCSE

• Re-sit maths or English if not achieved grade 4

• Assessed mainly through coursework/practical work

• 1 year course

• It is possible to move up to a level 3 course after passing a level 2 course and to 
continue at college for 1 or 2 more years



Level 1 
courses

E.g. Public Services, Health & Social Care, Hair, Beauty, 
Food, Joinery, Sport, Child Care, Engineering, Animal 
Care, Motor Vehicle, Brickwork, IT, Media, Catering

Entry requirements - GCSEs at grade 2

Re-sit Maths and English if not achieved grade 4

Assessed through course work, practical work, tests

1 year courses with the chance to progress on to a level 
2 course the following year



Foundation learning 
– pre-level 1

• For those students who will struggle to achieve 
GCSEs at grade 2

• A foundation learning course will support you 
to improve on Maths and English whilst trying 
out some other vocational courses e.g. Hair and 
Beauty, Catering, Brickwork, Media

• Lots of support is given and class sizes are small

• This is offered at WVR College

• It is a stepping stone to a level 1 course



What does each college offer? 

• Priestley – Level 3 courses: A-levels, BTEC’s, Technical levels and some Level 2 
courses.

• WVR – Foundation learning, Level 1, Level 2, Level 3 courses and Apprenticeships 
(Plumbing, Brickwork, Catering, Motor Mechanics, Joinery, Childcare, Hair & 
Beauty plus lots more) No A-levels are offered.

• UTC –Level 3 courses: BTECs in Engineering, Computing and Science and related A-
levels. Level 2 pre-apprenticeship course in Engineering, 

• Myerscough (Walton Gardens Campus) - Level 1,2 and 3 courses in: Animal Care,  
Landscaping, Horticulture.

See individual websites for further information about the colleges and what they 
have to offer.  A list will be provided at the end of the presentation. 



What does each college offer – out of area

• There are many colleges in the North West. Most will offer the same as 
the Warrington Colleges but some specialise in particular courses. For 
example, Reaseheath College has a focus on land-based industries e.g. 
agriculture, horticulture, floristry, wildlife management, environmental 
conservation as well as animal care and equine). This college is in 
Nantwich, there is a free bus from Warrington but it will take around 
1hour 45 mins to get there so you need to bear this in mind.

• Winstanley (Billinge, near Wigan) specialises in A-levels.

It is important to think about how you will get to college, the time and 
expense and whether it is worth travelling outside Warrington?

You can apply to as many colleges as you wish, hopefully you will get the 
chance to visit them at some point and you can make your final decision 
when you get your grades in August 2021.



When choosing a college think about:

• Course – which college/s offer the course/s you want to do? 

• Size – some colleges have over a thousand students others less than a hundred. Where would you feel most 
comfortable learning?

• Support – will you need extra support? Which college will best suit your needs? Class sizes?

• Results – ask about exam results for the last few years

• Extra-curricular activities – clubs, societies, trips

• How does the college prepare you for your next steps e.g. University, Apprenticeships, Employment? 

It is a good idea to attend open evenings to find out as much as you can, meet the staff, look at the 
facilities and get a “feel” for the place. There are now VIRTUAL tours of colleges and links and dates 

are provided at the end of the presentation. 



Earn and Learn in the work place



What’s an apprenticeship?

An apprenticeship is a genuine job and under all circumstances an 
apprentice will be employed from day one. Apprenticeships combine 
practical training in a job with study.

• An apprentice will:

• – work alongside experienced staff

• – gain job-specific skills

• – earn a wage and get holiday pay

• – be given time for study related to their role (the equivalent of one 
day a week)

• Apprenticeships explained 

• If you would like more information on Apprenticeships follow the link 
to find out about the different levels, salary and entry requirements 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/787717/Guide-to-Apprenticeships-260219-LR.pdf


Apprenticeships on offer:

• IT

• Engineering

• Social Media

• Hairdressing

• Social Care

• Construction

• Customer Service

• Nursing

Plus many, many more!!!

• Business Admin

• Travel and Tourism

• Accountancy

• Law

• Child Care

• Sport

• Hospitality/Catering

• Beauty/Nails



How much will I get Paid?
The apprentice wage is: £4:15 per hour (this is lower than the NMW but you receive 
training, usually one day at college each week and help to get maths and English if not 
at level 4). This is the minimum – many employers pay more than this!

National Minimum Wage 

• Under 18 - £4.55

• 18-20 - £6.45

• 21-24 - £8.20

• 25 and over - £8.72

The usual entry requirements for each level of 
apprenticeship are listed below. You can do an 
apprenticeship after school or college.

Intermediate – A few GCSEs grades 2-3
Advanced – 5 GCSEs grades 4-5
Higher – A-levels/BTEC level 3
Degree – A-levels/BTEC level 3



How do I find an Apprenticeship?

Most vacancies are advertised on: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


Further Support
• Do you need a careers interview to discuss your plans?

• We have a designated careers adviser who will be available for interviews during the 
school day. However, if you would like more advice or support please email Mrs Morris 
regarding your future plans and she will get back to you. RMo@cardinal-
newman.co.uk

• PSHE lessons will be focussing on Careers and getting students focussed on planning 
for the next stage. They will be learning what their options are, how to write a CV, 
how to apply to colleges and how to prepare for interview.

• Prospectuses will be available for students to take from their social space. Please help 
yourself to a prospectus that can be shared at home. This will enable you to explore 
the courses that you are interested in, consider how you are assessed and what 
enrichment activities the college offers. These are also available online.

• The college websites will also have further information that you can access. This will 
include details on how to apply online and any other questions that you may have can 
be found in the FAQ section. 

mailto:RMo@cardinal-newman.co.uk


Further Support continued...

The Growth Company and the NCS Trust are offering support sessions 
for our young people. These tailored offerings will include:

Once these sessions have been finalised we will communicate how 
your child can book onto them.

10th November
2:30 – 4pm

Post 16 options e.g. college, apprenticeships and picking a 
career

17th November
2:30 – 4pm

Confidence building linked to interview techniques –
external provider "LOUDSPEAKER".

24th November
2:30 – 4pm

Application forms (particularly for college) and CV writing



Next steps...

Carmel College

www.carmel.ac.uk

Priestley College 

https://www.priestley.ac.uk/open-events-2/

Warrington and Vale Royal College

https://www.wvr.ac.uk/

Reaseheath College

https://www.reaseheath.ac.uk/course-open-days/

Cronton and Riverside College

https://www.cronton.ac.uk/

http://www.carmel.ac.uk/
https://www.priestley.ac.uk/open-events-2/
https://www.wvr.ac.uk/
https://www.reaseheath.ac.uk/course-open-days/
https://www.cronton.ac.uk/

