
Cardinal Newman Catholic High School 

English Department: Curriculum Intent  

The English Department is a successful and forward thinking department which is characterised by a strong sense of 

collaboration and enthusiasm for our subject and our pupils. The English department strives to foster within pupils 

a love of language and literature. We aim to develop pupils' ability to communicate effectively in a wide range of 

contexts; to enable pupils to use accurate Standard English and develop an interest in the richness of the English 

language in its various forms. We encourage pupils to develop an interest in extending the range of their own lan-

guage in terms of style, vocabulary, structure and form, providing them with the tools to become engaging and im-

aginative writers. We endeavour to give pupils the opportunity to read texts by contemporary authors and also 

those celebrated within our literary heritage.  We strive to offer a wide range of enrichment opportunities.  Above 

all else we provide a curriculum which offers a rich and diverse range of learning experiences enabling all pupils to 

enjoy and achieve. 



Term Unit of Work Assessment Skills development  

Half Term 

1  

Monster Madness 
The unit encompasses a variety of 
fiction and  non-fiction texts all ex-
ploring the theme of monsters. Pupils 
will examine texts about: monsters of 
the sea, mythical monsters, monsters 
in 19th century literature. They will 
have opportunities to explore the 
language, structure and themes with-
in them. 

Reading:   
Werewolf reading test  (Non-Fiction)  
Writing:   
Write a  leaflet in which you inform the 
reader about ways to survive as a were-
wolf.   
Speaking and Listening:   
Werewolf in Warrington—create a news 
report in which you report on recent 
events in Warrington 

Pupils will: 

 Engage with a variety of texts from across the literary cannon. 

 Make inferences and deductions. 

 Identify relevant quotations from texts.  

 Develop an understanding of the writer’s craft.  

 Recognise the importance of audience and purpose.   

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Explore the impact of punctuation and sentence construction to com-
municate meaning.  

 Use rhetorical devices to enhance the impact of their writing.  

 Deliver a short speech or presentation expressing their ideas or opinions.   

Half Term 

2 

Novel 
Pupils will be immersed into the 
world of Darren Shan.  They will ex-
plore the  strange phenomenon  that 
is the ‘Cirque Du Freak’ and the im-
pact it has upon the lives of the char-
acters within the novel.  It is a com-
pelling and intriguing story that con-
tinues to captivate pupils.  

Reading:  
How is tension and suspense created in 
Chapter 23 of Cirque Du Freak?  (Fiction) 
Writing:   
Write a descriptive piece of writing based 
on a visual stimulus. 
Speaking and Listening:    
Hotseat  the character about a decision 
they have made e.g.  Darren’s decision to 
steal the spider in ‘Cirque Du Freak’ 

Pupils will:  

 Understand how narratives are structured. 

 Explore how themes are developed. 

 Analyse how characters are presented. 

 Consider the impact of writer’s language choices. 

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Make considered about their own use of vocabulary.  

 Using intonation, tone and volume, to create a role.  

Half Term 

3  

Growing Pains 
Pupils will study a range of different 
poems which are linked thematically 
‘growing up’.  From Shakespeare’s 
‘Seven Ages of Man’ to  Causley’s 
‘Timothy  Winters’ pupils will get the 
opportunity to explore how writers 
present ideas about ‘growing up’.  

Reading:   
Living Dolls reading Test (Non-Fiction) 
Writing:   
‘In the 21st century Children are forced to 
grow up too quickly.’  Write an article for 
or against this statement. 
Speaking and Listening:  
My Growing Pains—   a presentation on 
life experiences to date . 

Pupils will:  

 Develop an understanding of poetic devices.  

 Explore the impact of language.  

 Understand how the structure of a poem can contribute to meaning.  

 Make a personal and considered response to a text.  

 Understand how to construct an argument. 

 Express their own thought and ideas via a presentation.  
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Term Unit of Work Assessment Skills development  

Half 

Term 4 

Animal Welfare 

Pupils will study a wide range of non  
fiction / fiction texts all linked to the 
theme of  ‘Animal Welfare’’.  From clas-
sic tale ’Watership Down’ to the con-
temporary documentary ’Blackfish’ 
pupilswill be encouraged to discuss and 
research the ways in which we care for 
animals in 21st century society.    

Reading:   
Watership Down reading test (Fiction) 
Writing:   
‘Animals should not be kept in confinement, 
there is no place for this sort of cruelty in the 
21st century’  Write a speech in which you per-
suade the audience that zoos /other facilities  
are a good /bad thing.  
Speaking and Listening:  
The Great Debate:  Animal Testing 

Pupils will:  

 Engage with a variety of texts from across the literary cannon including fiction, 
non-fiction and poetry. 

 Make inferences and deductions. 

 Identify relevant quotations from texts.  

 Recognise the importance of audience and purpose.   

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Explore the impact of punctuation and sentence construction to communicate 
meaning.  

 Use rhetorical devices to enhance the impact of their writing.  

 Participate in formal debates and structured discussions.   

Half 

Term 5 

Introduction to Shakespeare 

This unit will focus upon introducing 
pupils to  the wonderful world of Wil-
liam Shakespeare.  They will be given 
the opportunity to explore Shake-
speare’s tales of wonder and woe and 
immerse themselves into all things 
Shakespeare, as they journey through 
the Bard’s life and times.  

Reading:    
Literature style question  
How does Shakespeare present relationships 
between  family members in Act 4:Scene 1 of 
Much Ado About Nothing?  
Writing:   
The Man, the myth, the legend.  Write an arti-
cle in which you inform the reader about the 
life and times of William Shakespeare. 
Speaking and Listening:  
Dramatise the opening scene from ‘Macbeth’ 

Pupils will:  

 Develop an understanding of new vocabulary.  

 Explore how themes are developed. 

 Analyse how characters are presented. 

 Consider the impact of writer’s language choices. 

 Comment on how dramatist’s work is communicated through performance.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Make considered decisions about their own use of vocabulary.  

 Use intonation, tone and volume, to create a role.  

Half 

Term 6 

Shipwrecked 

Pupils follow the tale of yachtsman Ste-
ve Callahan’s journey from the Caribbe-
an to Castaway.   As Steve attempts to 
avert tragedy  at every turn pupils will 
be given a range of opportunities to 
develop their writing skills from instruc-
tions for shelter building to a message 
in a bottle, pupils will be crucial to Ste-
ve’s survival.  

Reading:  
Adrift (Non-fiction)  
Writing:    
Write a short story about being ‘Castaway’ on a 
tropical island.  
Speaking and Listening:  
Desert Island Discs— Pupils asked to explain 
what music they would take to a desert island 
and why. 

Pupils will:  

 Engage with a variety of non-fiction texts/  

 Make inferences and deductions. 

 Identify relevant quotations from texts.  

 Recognise the importance of audience and purpose.   

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Explore the impact of punctuation and sentence construction to communicate 
meaning.  

 Make considered decisions about their own vocabulary.  

 Summarise their own ideas and express them verbally.  

 Participate in discussion.  
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Term Unit of Work Assessment Skills Development  

Half 

Term 

1  

Caught in Conflict 
Pupils will be immersed in a world of 
war and conflict as they are exposed 
to poetry, prose and play scripts 
from the First World l War right 
through to modern day warfare.   
Pupils will have opportunities to de-
velop their reading, writing and 
speaking and listening skills, whilst 
considering the real impact of war.  

Reading:   
Reading paper based on Winston Churchill ‘s fa-
mous speech (Non Fiction) 
Writing:  
Bombing Incident—a description of  war torn Lon-
don, using an image  as a stimulus 
Speaking and Listening:  
Pupils are given a series of statements about war 
and asked to discuss: Is it right and honourable to 
die  for your country? 

Pupils will:  

 Examine a range of poetry and prose from the literary cannon.  

 Explore how writers convey feelings, themes and emotions.  

 Consider how writers use structure to convey meaning.  

 Use a range of devices in their own writing.  

 Make inferences and deductions. 

 Identify relevant quotations from texts.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Explore the impact of punctuation and sentence construction to communicate 
meaning.  

 Make considered decisions about their own vocabulary.  

 Summarise their own ideas and express them verbally.  

 Participate in discussion.  

Half 

Term 

2  

Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet 
Pupils will read, study and perform 
’Romeo and Juliet’ engaging in a 
range of activities that will develop 
their understanding of the themes, 
characters and events in Shake-
speare’s  tragic tale of ‘star crossed 
lovers’ .  

Reading:  
Literature style question based on Act 3.Scene 5  
‘How are parent and child relationships presented 
in Act 3:Scene 5 of Romeo and Juliet?’ 
Writing:    
‘Marriage is for life and therefore needs to be care-
fully considered.  Ultimately, a whirlwind romance 
will only end in tears’  Argue for or against this 
statement.  
Speaking and Listening:  
Interview the guests on the red carpet about Lord 
Capulet’s bash. 

Pupils will:  

 Develop an understanding of new vocabulary.  

 Explore how themes are developed. 

 Analyse how characters are presented. 

 Consider the impact of writer’s language choices. 

 Comment on how dramatist’s work is communicated through performance.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Make considered decisions about their own use of vocabulary.  

 Use intonation, tone and volume, to create a role.  

Half 

Term 

3 

Play  
‘Our Day Out’  
Pupils will read, study and perform 
the play ‘Our Day Out’.  The pupils 
will discuss the world in which 
Russel’s writing exists and this unit 
will form a firm foundation for the 
study of ‘Blood Brothers’ in Year 9, as 
pupils explore the true value of edu-
cation.  
 
 

Reading:   
Literature style question ‘Explore the change in Mr 
Briggs’ character throughout the course of the play’ 
Writing:    
Article: Modern schools place far too much pres-
sure on young people today.   Write a speech per-
suading your head teacher to give pupils a break 
from these ongoing pressures.  
Speaking and Listening:  
Write a persuasive speech to be given to the local 
council, urging them to invest more money into 
facilities for young people. 

Pupils will: 

 Explore the importance of setting. 

 Consider how writers create character. 

 Explain how contextual factors impacts our reading of the play.  

 Comment on how writers use language and punctuation.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Make considered decisions about their own use of vocabulary.  

 Use rhetorical devices to enhance the impact of their writing.  

 Participate in formal debates and structured discussions.   

 Express their own ideas via speech . 

 Use standard English confidently. 
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Term Unit of Work Assessment Skills Development  

Half Term 

4  

Crime  
Pupils will study a range of crime fiction 
including poetry and prose.   Pupils  will 
be asking ‘who dunnit?’ as they delve 
deeper into an underworld of villainous 
characters, hoping that their hero de-
tectives will save the day.  From Conan-
Doyle to Christie pupils will be exposed 
to a whole host of compelling criminals.  

Reading:  

Sherlock Holmes Reading Paper (Fiction)  

Writing:  

Write a short story  which incorporates the different 

features of a piece of crime fiction.  

Speaking and Listening:  

CSI Report based on ‘Not My Person’ 

Pupils will:  

 Engage with a variety of texts from across the literary cannon including 
fiction and poetry. 

 Make inferences and deductions. 

 Identify relevant quotations from texts.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Explore the impact of punctuation and sentence construction to com-
municate meaning.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Make considered decisions about their own use of vocabulary.  

 Participate in formal debates and structured discussions.   

 Use standard English confidently.  

Half Term 

5 

Other Faces, Other Places  
This unit will allow pupils to explore that 

lives of significant people living very 

different lives, in very different parts of 

the world.   Pupils will consider their 

own cultures, will explore stereotypes 

and study a range of texts from other 

faces in other places.  

Reading:  
Refugee Boy   
How is an atmosphere of fear and terror created in 
Refugee Boy? (Fiction)  
Writing:   
Write a speech in which you persuade your school 
to support the Water Aid charity.  
Speaking and Listening:  
Famous faces, famous places,   
Deliver a presentation based on the life of an ex-
traordinary face.   
 

Pupils will:  

 Engage with a variety of fiction and non fiction including poetry and 
prose.  

 Make inferences and deductions. 

 Identify relevant quotations from texts.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Explore the impact of punctuation and sentence construction to com-
municate meaning.  

 Make considered decisions about their own vocabulary.  

 Use rhetorical devices to enhance the impact of their writing.  

 Summarise their own ideas and express them verbally.  

 Participate in discussion.  

 Utilise rhetorical devices to influence the ideas of others. 

Half Term 

6  

Travel and Adventure 

Through this unit pupils will explore a 

variety of both fiction and non-fiction 

texts around the theme of ‘Travel and 

Adventure’.  Using their own experienc-

es, pupils will navigate their way around 

the world in less than 80 days as they 

encounter a whole host of destinations 

from 5 star heaven to 1 star hell.  

Reading:  

Touching The Void (Non-fiction)  

Writing:   

‘Parents today are over-protective. They should let 

their children take part in adventurous, even risky, 

activities to prepare them for later life.’ Write an 

article for a broadsheet newspaper in which you 

argue for or against this statement.  

Speaking and Listening:  

Persuade an audience of potential holiday makers 

why Warrington is the perfect destination. 

Pupils will:  

 Engage with a variety of non-fiction and fiction texts. 

 Make inferences and deductions. 

 Identify relevant quotations from texts.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Explore the impact of punctuation and sentence construction to com-
municate meaning.  

 Make considered decisions about their own vocabulary.  

 Use rhetorical devices to enhance the impact of their writing.  

 Summarise their own ideas and express them verbally.  

 Participate in discussion.  

 Utilise rhetorical devices to influence the ideas of others. 

 Use standard English confidently.  
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Term Unit of Work Assessment Skills Development  

Half Term 

1  

 

A Christmas Carol 

Pupils will study this 19th century 

prose text in detail as they ex-

plore the famous Dicken’s novel.  

Pupils will explore  the contextual 

factors surrounding the novel as 

well as researching the wonderful 

world of Dickens.   

Reading:  

How does Dickens present Scrooge in the opening of 

the novel? 

Writing:  

Write an article to inform the reader about the life 

and times of Charles Dickens: ‘Dishing the Dirt on 

Dickens’ 

Speaking and Listening:  

Is money the root of all evil? Discuss in relation to the 

novel and given sources. 

Pupils will:  

 Engage with the reading of the novel.  

 Interpret themes and ideas and feelings.  

 Consider the contextual factors surrounding the novel. 

 Identify relevant quotations from texts.  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Select and organise key ideas, facts and points.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

 Use standard English confidently.  

 Planning for different purposes and audiences.  

Half Term 

2 

A Christmas Carol  

Pupils will continue their study of 

the novel as they focus their 

learning on considering themes, 

characters and plot linked to the 

GCSE specification.  Pupils will be 

given opportunities to undertake 

GCSE style literature questions.  

Reading:  

How does the writer use language and punctuation to 

reflect the positive  change in Scrooge’s character? 

Writing:  

Christmas Chaos! 

Write a descriptive account of Christmas Morning  

Speaking and Listening:   

Has Christmas become too commercialised?  

Deliver a speech to your peers in which you encour-

age them to find the true meaning in Christmas.  

Pupils will:  

 Engage with the reading of the novel.  

 Interpret themes and ideas and feelings.  

 Consider the contextual factors surrounding the novel. 

 Identify relevant quotations from texts.  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Select and organise key ideas, facts and points.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

 Use standard English confidently.  

Half Term 

3  

Macbeth 
Pupils will engage in a detailed 
study of Shakespeare’s most 
bloodiest tragedy: ‘Macbeth’ .  
Pupils will build upon their under-
standing of Shakespeare and his 
works.  Pupils will read, study and 
perform the tragedy as they ex-
plore the downfall of one of 
Shakespeare’s most notorious 
characters.  

Reading:  

How does Shakespeare present the character of Lady 

Macbeth in Act 1, Scene 5? 

Writing:  

Write a speech to persuade the audience that Scot-

land is in safe hands following the murder of King 

Duncan.  

Speaking and Listening:  

Crimewatch reconstruction of the murder of King 

Pupils will:  

 Engage with the reading of the play.   

 Consider the contextual factors surrounding the play. 

 Identify and interpret themes, ideas and feelings.  

 Explore plot and character.   

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Select and organise key ideas, facts and points.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

 Improvise, rehearse and perform play scripts.  
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Term Unit of Work Assessment Skills Development  

Half 

Term 4 

Macbeth  
Pupils will delve deeper into the mystery 
and mayhem of Macbeth as they come 
to grips with Shakespeare’s greatest 
tragedy.  They will begin to explore the 
nuances of Shakespeare’s language and 
the significance of themes, characters 
and setting.  

Reading:  

How does Shakespeare create tension and 

suspense in the banquet scene? 

Writing:  

Write a monologue for Lady Macbeth based 

on Act 5, scene 1 

Speaking and Listening:  

Group discussion and presentation: who is the 

biggest villain in Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’? 

 

Pupils will:  

 Evaluate the impact of the contextual factors surrounding the play. 

 Identify and interpret themes, ideas and feelings.  

 Explore and analyse the significance of plot and character.   

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Select and organise key ideas, facts and points.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Adapt their writing for a range of purposes and audiences.  

 Revise, edit and proof-read their writing.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

Half 

Term 5 

Blood Brothers 

Pupils will experience the classic Russell 
play ‘Blood Brothers’.  Set in 1980’s Liv-
erpool the play explores a wealth of so-
cial and cultural issues under the guise 
of two very different families.  Pupils will 
have the opportunity to read, study and 
perform the play.  
 

Reading:  

How does Russell present ideas about class 

through the characters of Mrs Johnstone and 

Mrs Lyons? 

Writing:  

From Stage to Page. Turn Mrs Lyon’s attack 

upon Mrs Johnstone into a narrative. 

Speaking and Listening:  

Who is responsible for the tragedy of ‘Blood 

Brothers’? The characters on trial. 

Pupils will:  
 Explore  the impact of the contextual factors surrounding the play. 

 Identify and interpret themes, ideas and feelings.  

 Explore and analyse the significance of plot and character.   

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Revise, edit and proof-read their writing.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

 Listen to and build on contributions from others.  
 

Half 

Term 6  

Blood Brothers  

Pupils will begin to explore ‘Blood Broth-

ers’ in more detail; building on their pri-

or knowledge of the play pupils will un-

dertake GCSE style questions.  

Reading:  

How does Russell explore the theme of 

‘Growing Up’ in ‘Blood Brothers? 

Writing:  

Write an article for a school magazine arguing 

that your school days are the best days of your 

life. 

Speaking and Listening:  

Script and perform an alternative ending to 

‘Blood Brothers’. 

Pupils will:  

 Evaluate the impact of the contextual factors surrounding the play. 

 Explore and analyse the significance of plot and character.   

 Evaluate writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Select and organise key ideas, facts and points.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Adapt their writing for a range of purposes and audiences.  

 Revise, edit and proof-read their writing.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

 Improvise, rehearse and perform play scripts.  

Cardinal Newman Catholic High School 

English Department: Year 9 Programme of Study 2018/2019 



Term Unit of Work Assessment Skills Development  

Half Term 

1  

Love and Relationships Poetry  

Students will experience a range 

of poetry from across the literary 

cannon, thematically linked by 

‘Love and Relationships’. 

From Duffy’s ‘Before you were 

mine’ to Byron’s ‘When we two 

parted’.  Pupils will be exposed to 

a wealth of literary poetic genius.  

 

Reading:  

Compare how poets present attitudes towards a   parent in 

‘Follower’ and in one other poem from ‘Love and  relationships’. 

Writing:   

Write the text of a letter  persuading parents to give you teenag-

ers more freedom and allow them to make their own decisions/

mistakes. 

Speaking and Listening:  

Poetry Out Loud. Pupils perform a  dramatisation of  a poem of 

their choice that explores the theme of ‘Love and Relationships’ 

Pupils will:  

 Identify and interpret themes, ideas and feelings.  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Make critical comparisons.  

 Justify inferences with clear references to the texts.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Adapt their writing for a range of purposes and audiences.  

 Revise, edit and proof-read their writing.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Listen to and build on the contributions of others.  

 Rehearse and perform a role.  

 Develop a role using tone, intonation and action.   

Half Term 

2 

Love and Relationships Poetry  

 

Reading:  

Compare how poets portray romantic love in ‘Sonnet 43’ and one 

other poem. 

Writing:   

Write a narrative using  the poem ‘Porphyria’s Lover’ as a stimu-

lus.  

Speaking and Listening:  

‘Love causes pain not pleasure’ in groups respond to this state-

ment using ‘When we Two Parted’ and ‘Winter Swans’ as a 

starting point.  

Pupils will:  

 Identify and interpret themes, ideas and feelings.  

 Consider the contextual factors of the poems.  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Make critical comparisons.  

 Justify inferences with clear references to the texts.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Select and use vocabulary, grammar and form to achieve the 
desired impact.  

 Revise, edit and proof-read their writing.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Listen to and build on the contributions of others.  

 Use standard English confidently.  
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Term Unit of Work Assessment  

Half Term 

3 

Unseen Poetry 

Having explored the set poetry, pupils will now 

venture into the unknown as they experience a 

range of unseen poetry, connected thematical-

ly.   

Pupils will be given the opportunity to build on 

their previous poetic studies as they begin to 

prepare for their English Literature GCSE.  

Reading: Unseen Exam question on ‘To a 

daughter leaving home’ 

Writing: Heartbreak Hurts! Write an entry 

for your online blog in which you give ad-

vice about dealing with heartbreak 

Speaking and Listening: Poetry detectives 

–pupils work in groups to decode the feel-

ings, ideas and story within the poem 

‘Havisham’ 

Pupils will:  

 Identify and interpret themes, ideas and feelings.  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Make critical comparisons.  

 Justify inferences with clear references to the texts.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Select and use vocabulary, grammar and form to achieve the desired 
impact.  

 Revise, edit and proof-read their writing.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Listen to and build on the contributions of others.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

Half Term 

4  

Revision for GCSE English Literature Exam 

Pupils will take a journey back in time as they 
review and evaluate their learning so far.  Pupils 
will revisit familiar texts (A Christmas Carol, 
Macbeth, Blood Brothers and Poetry)  

In preparation for their GCSE English Literature 
exam.  

 

 

Students will be assessed using a range of 
past paper GCSE English Literature style 
questions.  

Pupils will:  

 Identify and interpret themes, ideas and feelings.  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Make critical comparisons.  

 Justify inferences with clear references to the texts.  
 
 

Cardinal Newman Catholic High School 

English Department: Year 10 Programme of Study 2018/2019 



Term Unit of Work Assessment Skills Development  

Half Term 

5 

Spoken Language Presentation 

Pupils must undertake a prepared spoken 

presentation on a   specific topic.   

Pupils will be given a range of topics to choose 

from and time to prepare for it.  

Presentations must be formal and pupils may 

use notes, PowerPoint, props to help them in 

the  delivery of it.  

Pupils will complete a formal presentation or 

speech and respond to a series of questions or 

feedback. Pupils will be awarded a GCSE Level of 

Pass, Merit or Distinction. Pupils will initially be 

assessed by their class teacher and 30 pupils 

(from across each level) will be selected to be 

recorded and submitted to the awarding body for 

moderation. 

Pupils will:  

 Plan and prepare a presentation. 

 Work effectively independently to select and organise information.  

 Listen to and build on contributions from others.  

 Use intonation, mood and tone to add impact.  

 Using standard English with confidence.  

Half Term 

6 

Tell Me a Story 

Pupils will be exposed to a wealth of short sto-

ries from across the literary cannon.   From 

Roald Dahl to John Steinbeck, pupils will be en-

gaged with a variety of texts, which deal with an 

array of ideas and themes.  

 

Reading: Examination Day questions 

Writing: Write about a time when you felt 

stressed or under pressure 

Speaking and Listening: ‘The current system of 

examinations puts young people under too much 

pressure’. How far do you agree? 

 

Pupils will:  

 Engage with the reading of the short stories. 

 Interpret themes and ideas and feelings.  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Select and organise key ideas, facts and points.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

 Use standard English confidently.  

 Planning for different purposes and audiences. 

 Work effectively in groups.   
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Term Unit of Work Assessment Skills Development  

Half Term 

1 

Paper 1 Explorations in Creative Reading and 

Writing  

Pupils will be exposed to  a range of 20th and 

21st century fiction texts from a range of 

different contexts.  Pupils will be fully im-

mersed into a literary world in which they can 

explore and engage with a range of fiction.  

Reading :Practice Paper 1 (Section A) 

Writing: Write a story entitled ‘The Es-

cape’ 

 

 

Pupils will:  

 Engage with the reading of fiction.  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Select and organise key ideas, facts and points.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

 Use standard English confidently.  

 Plan for different purposes and audiences. 

 Work effectively in groups.   

Half Term 

2 

Paper 1  Explorations in Creative Reading and 

Writing  

Pupils will  focus on developing their  skills in 

creative writing. Pupils will be given opportuni-

ties to explore how writer’s establish setting, 

develop character and construct an engaging 

plot with an effective resolution.  

 

Reading: Practice Paper 1 (Section B) 

Writing: Write a story which begins: ‘I did-

n’t know if I had the strength to do it’ 

 

Pupils will:  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Select and organise key ideas, facts and points.  

 Use vocabulary and grammar judiciously.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

 Plan their writing for different purposes and audiences. 

Half Term 

3 

Paper  2 Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives  

Pupils will explore a range of non fiction texts 

written in the 19th, 20th and 21st century and 

will focus on comparing and making links be-

tween them. Pupils will focus on how the writ-

ers uses language and structure to communi-

cate their ideas and evaluate the impact and 

effect of it.  

Reading: Practice Paper 1 

Writing: Your School is keen to reduce 

waste. Write a report for your headteacher  

suggesting ways this might be done. 

Speaking and Listening: Recycling is a 

‘waste of time’. Give a speech which per-

suades people of the benefits of recycling. 

 

Pupils will:  

 Engage with the reading of fiction and non-fiction.  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Select and organise key ideas, facts and points.  

 Use vocabulary and grammar judiciously.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

 Plan their writing for different purposes and audiences. 

 Using standard English with confidence.  

 Use standard English confidently.  
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Term Unit of Work Assessment Skills Development  

Half Term 

4 

Paper  2 Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives  

Section B 

Pupils will  focus on developing their skills in 

writing their own non-fiction texts. These will 

include: letters, speeches, reports,  articles, 

blogs, etc. Pupils will  explore the key charac-

teristics of each genre and be taught how to 

adapt their writing for different audiences and 

purposes. 

Reading: Practice Paper 2-  ‘Prison 

Life’  (Section A) 

Writing: “Prison is a waste of time: it’s 

like home from home and is no punish-

ment at all!” 

Write an article for a broadsheet newspa-

per explaining your views on this state-

ment. 

Speaking and Listening:  Soft Justice? Do 

criminals in the 21st century have it easy? 

 

 Engage with the reading of fiction and non-fiction.  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Select and organise key ideas, facts and points.  

 Use vocabulary and grammar judiciously.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

 Plan their writing for different purposes and audiences. 

 Using standard English with confidence.  

 Use standard English confidently.  

Half Term 

5 

Revision  for GCSE English Language 

 Component 1—Reading and writing lit-

erary fiction 

 Component 2– Reading and writing non 

fiction 

 

 

AQA Sample  Assessment  Materials will be 

used consistently throughout the unit of 

work to assess pupil progress prior to their 

final examinations.  

 Engage with the reading of fiction and non-fiction.  

 Analyse writer’s choice of vocabulary, form and structure.  

 Plan, draft, edit and proof-read their own writing.  

 Select and organise key ideas, facts and points.  

 Use vocabulary and grammar judiciously.  

 Craft a piece of writing using a range of devices.  

 Restructure their writing to improve consistency and clarity.  

 Work effectively in groups.  

 Plan their writing for different purposes and audiences. 
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